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Revision August 2019 - Modifications: 

 
1. Change in title: Policy on the Recognition, Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Children and 

Adolescents, formerly Policy on the Protection of Children against Any Form of Abuse or Ill-

treatment.  

2. Change in the structure of the document (subtitles, sections).  

3. Objective is included.  

4. The definition of who it is aimed at is defined.  

5. Actions to be followed institutionally are revised and extended, as well as the implications for the 

actors involved.  

6. The annexes are modified and others are included. 

 

 

Approved by the Board of Directors of the Fondo Acción and the Administrative Council of the 

Americas Initiative (CD/CAIA) in Regular Session No. 130/164 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The sustainable and significant impacts that the Fondo para la Acción Ambiental y la Niñez 

(from now on Fondo Acción) aims to generate, and its commitment to the development and 

participation of children and adolescents by strengthening the harmonious relationship 

between this population and their caregivers and their environment, are sustained by the 

promotion and protection of human rights and the recognition of children and adolescents as 

subjects of rights and their best interests. 

For these reasons, and taking into account that all the actions carried out by the Fondo Acción 

have direct or indirect contact with children and adolescents, this Policy for the Recognition, 

Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Children and Adolescents has been created as a 

framework for relations with this population, intervention, execution, evaluation of processes 

and projects and communication for all those who are part of the Fondo Acción. 

To design and establish this policy, Fondo Acción relies on the experience of its teams working 

with the communities, on the existing regulations in Colombia 1 and at international level, 

regarding the comprehensive protection of children and adolescents. 

This document describes the objective of the policy, gives the scope of the policy and includes 

the processes necessary for its fulfilment. 

2. BACKGROUND 

In 2007, as a response to the actions that international agencies and organizations have been 

taking since 2001 in relation to child protection policies and the findings presented to the UN 

General Assembly in 2006 in the World Report on Violence against Children, the Fondo Acción 

called on the organizations proposing children's projects to sign up to a commitment to 

children's rights and the prevention of child abuse. This led to reflections within the 

organization, which resulted in an initiative to design and implement a protection policy that 

sought to prevent the violation of children's rights, which was established organizationally. 

In 2019, this policy was reviewed and reformulated in order to achieve a more direct link with 

the aims of the Fondo Acción, set out in the 2017-2020 strategic plan, and with the lessons 

learned from the   that from the different projects have been identified, and invited not only to 

protect the rights of children and adolescents, but also to work to recognize and promote 

them. 

3. OBJECTIVE 

                                                           
1 See Annex 1  
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The main objective of this policy is to establish the principles and actions of the Fondo Acción 

with regard to the recognition, promotion and protection of the rights of children and 

adolescents, which are transversal to all the activities carried out by the organization and must 

be accepted by the people who work in the Fondo Acción and any natural or legal person with 

whom there is a direct or indirect contractual relationship. 

The Policy and the activities that can be developed around it are an opportunity for the 

promotion of rights, seeking to ensure that this resonates not only with the people directly 

involved with the Fondo Acción but also with the different environments, territories and 

communities with which these people relate. 

It should be noted that for the purposes of this Policy, children and adolescents are defined in 

the Code for Children and Adolescents, Article 3: "A child is a person between the ages of 0 

and 12, and an adolescent is a person between the ages of 12 and 18. 

4. SCOPE AND COVERAGE 

This policy establishes the responsibilities and commitments that Fondo Acción assumes with 

the children and adolescents with whom the organization has direct or indirect contact, and 

therefore it must be read, understood, applied and promoted, having a scope to the whole 

organization and the processes or projects it carries out, as follows2: 

a. Directors, staff and contractors3 of the Fondo Acción: A clause in the contract shall include a 

commitment to know, apply and promote this Policy, its principles, objective, protocols and 

other content, which shall apply both in the labor/contractual sphere and outside it. 

In addition, it will be necessary to involve all persons linked to the Fondo Acción in awareness-

raising and training activities on the promotion and protection of children's rights. 

In addition, based on the communication strategies designed for this Policy, those linked to the 

Fondo Acción must support its dissemination and application. 

b. Beneficiaries, Scholarship holders, Facilitators: By means of an agreement or contract, 

a clause will be included with the commitment to know the Policy of Recognition, Promotion 

and Protection of the Rights of Children and Adolescents of the Fondo Acción and to comply 

with it. 

In the event that it is a legal entity and has its own policy related to the promotion and 

protection of children's rights, the policies will coexist and in the event of contradiction, the 

policy with the greatest protection will prevail. 

                                                           
2 The policy is binding on any natural or legal person with whom Fondo Acción has a contractual 
relationship, either directly or indirectly. 
3 Contractors include any natural or legal person with whom there is a link by a Service Order 
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In addition, they must participate in the awareness and training activities for the promotion 

and protection of children's rights carried out by the Fondo Acción. 

c. Allies: By means of an agreement or contract, a clause shall be included with the 

commitment to know the Policy of Recognition, Promotion and Protection of the Rights of 

Children and Adolescents of the Fondo Acción and to promote and protect the rights of 

children, either through the policy of the Fondo Acción or through the one they have as an 

organization. 

d. Families and caregivers (adults) of the children and young people who are 

beneficiaries of the communities where the Fondo Acción works: They should be aware of the 

aims and objectives of the Policy for the Recognition, Promotion and Protection of the Rights 

of Children and Young People of the Fondo Acción and be clear about the times and actions 

when their authorization to work or intervene with their children is necessary for the work 

that the Fondo Acción carries out with the children and young people. 

In addition, they will be able to participate in the activities that the Fondo Acción carries out 

for them on awareness raising and training for the promotion and protection of children's 

rights. 

e. Children and adolescents: They have the right, and therefore must be aware of the 

aims and objectives of the Policy on the Recognition, Promotion and Protection of the Rights of 

Children and Adolescents of the Fondo Acción and have a clear understanding of the times and 

actions when their opinions are needed. 

In addition, they may participate in the activities that the Fondo Acción carries out for them 

regarding their rights. 

 

5. PRINCIPLES  

a. Respect for human rights: In accordance with the Social and Environmental Policy of 

the Fondo Acción, this principle is taken up again, which aims to guarantee respect for the 

principles, rights and freedoms of all people, without any kind of discrimination based on social 

condition, race, gender, age, social, political or ideological beliefs, and for the particular case of 

this Policy, with special emphasis on respect for the Supremacy of the rights of children and 

adolescents. 4 

b. Co-responsibility: For this Policy, the provisions of Law 1098 of 2016 shall apply. 

Article 10: Co-responsibility is understood to mean the concurrence of odors and actions 

                                                           
4 as set out in Law 1098 of 2006 Article 8: The best interests of the child and adolescent are understood 
to be the imperative that obliges all persons to guarantee the integral and simultaneous satisfaction of 
all their human rights, which are universal, prevalent and interdependent. 
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conducive to guaranteeing the exercise of the rights of children and adolescents. The family, 

society, and the State are co-responsible for their care, attention, and protection. 

c. Non-discrimination: Discrimination affects children and adolescents and exposes them 

to different situations of violation, therefore the Fondo Acción is committed to non-

discrimination, recognizing social, cultural and territorial differences and particularities. 

As stated in the Gender Equality Policy of the Fondo Acción, it is necessary to promote the 

equal participation of children and adolescents in the decisions that affect their lives and 

interests, without any type of discrimination, carrying out actions with a differential 

perspective. 

d. Action without harm: This consists of recognizing and analyzing the harm already 

caused by others to individuals and social groups, and being careful not to increase this harm 

through one's own actions, in addition to trying to reduce it.5 To do this it is necessary to carry 

out a prior analysis of the actions that can generate more conflict or harm in the individuals or 

communities with whom one is going to work, it is key to ask ourselves about the 

consequences and effects of these and to bear this in mind when planning, implementing and 

evaluating projects, seeking to neutralize or reduce the negative impacts of actions and 

strengthen the positive impacts.6 

6. IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING 

 The proper and real implementation of this policy must be framed in 

 The commitment and responsibility of all those who work with and relate to the Fondo 

Acción in relation to the work with children and adolescents. 

 The permanent strengthening of the Fondo Acción team on issues related to the 

promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents. 

 The clarity, articulation and simplicity of the protocols, processes and internal formats 

of the Fondo Acción. 

 The judicious revision and updating of the Policy and all its details based on the 

experience of the Fondo Acción and the country's policy changes for children and 

adolescents, if they occur and are relevant to the objectives of this Policy. 

 The dissemination and socialization of the policy, not only in processes of induction or 

initiation of a contract, project or agreement, but permanently within the 

organization. 

                                                           
5 Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Action Without Harm and Reflections on Peace Practices 
http://www.corporacionavre.org/wp- content/uploads/2015/03/modulol.pdf 
6 Ibid.  
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The following actions will be carried out to ensure the proper implementation and monitoring 

of this policy, some of which are supported by protocols or formats described in detail in the 

annexes to this policy or in internal processes indicated in each case. 

a. The Policy on the Recognition, Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Children and 

Adolescents will be made public and can be consulted by anyone on the organization’s 

website and in its internal media. 

b. This Policy sets out the implications and sanctions 7 for failure to comply with what is 

set out here in relation to guaranteeing the rights of children and adolescents. 

c. This Policy is linked to the other policies of the Fondo Acción and its different 

processes. 

d. The selection processes carried out by Fondo Acción will include an analysis of the 

background, attitudes and practices of the candidates in relation to actions related to the 

rights of children and adolescents, which is done through due diligence. 

e. All contracts, agreements and service orders signed by Fondo Acción will have a clause 

that includes a Commitment to Comply with the Policy of Recognition, Promotion and 

Protection of the Rights of Children and Adolescents. 

f. There will be an Internal Behavior Protocol that must be a reference for all the people 

working with the Fondo Acción. Annex 2 

g. For the handling of data and images of children and adolescents, the Fondo Acción 

should take into account the Guide for the Use of Data and Images of Children and 

Adolescents. (Annex 3) and apply the Informed Consent Form for the Taking and Use of 

Images of Children under 18 (Annex 4) which must be signed by the legal representatives 

of each child or adolescent participating in the activities being carried out.  

h. There will be Criteria for Defining Actions in the Face of Risks, Threats and Violations of 

the Rights of Children and Adolescents, which is known to all those who work in the Fondo 

Acción. Annex 5  

i. There will be an Internal Route for Reporting and Acting on Possible Risk Situations, 

Threats and Violations of the Rights of Children and Adolescents that is known to all those 

working for the Fondo Acción. Annex 6  

j. The Ethics and Performance Committee, which will be made up of the Executive Director 

and the technical, financial, administrative and legal directors. This Committee shall be in 

charge of attending to consultations, knowing and taking decisions regarding facts and 

circumstances that constitute a possible infringement of the guidelines contained in this 

                                                           
7 These sanctions and implications apply to all those named in point 4 of this document. 
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Policy; activating the state routes of denunciation and restitution of rights in the cases that 

are necessary, and reviewing in general the issue and the actions related to the promotion 

and protection of the rights of children and adolescents from the Fondo Acción. k. The 

Fondo Acción will carry out strengthening activities on the promotion and protection of the 

rights of children and adolescents aimed at the working teams within the Fund. 

I. The Fondo Acción will contribute to disseminating, both internally and in the communities 

where it works, the routes established by the Colombian Protection System against risks, 

threats and violations of the rights of children and adolescents. 

 m. The Fondo Acción will review this policy and its application every two years to consider 

possible adjustments.  

7. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Compliance with and promotion of the principles of this policy will be the responsibility of all 

Fondo Acción staff and those to whom it is addressed and within its scope. 

Specifically, these are the responsibilities of each role in relation to this Policy within the Fondo 

Acción: 

 Executive Management: To serve on the Ethics and Performance Committee and to 

provide support for the implementation of the Policy. 

 Legal Directorate: To be part of the Ethics and Performance Committee and ensure 

that all contracts, agreements or arrangements include a commitment compliance 

with the Policy on the Recognition, Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Children 

and Adolescents of the Fondo Acción to guarantee the performance of due diligence to 

all natural or legal persons as established in the procedures of the Fondo Acción. 

 Administrative and Financial Management: Participate in the Ethics and Performance 

Committee when required, guarantee that the policy is socialized and applied by its 

teams. 

 Technical Management: Participate in the Ethics and Performance Committee; 

support awareness-raising activities on the issues addressed by this Policy for 

managers, staff and contractors; ensure that the Policy is properly disseminated in all 

projects or agreements and that the appropriate actions and formats are applied as 

established in the implementation and annexes of this document. Children's 

Coordinators: To design the activities for socializing and updating the Policy to be 

applied both within the Fondo Acción and within the framework of the projects being 

developed and other spaces where it is considered necessary; to design the 

mechanism for socializing this Policy for the induction days, to follow up, make 

recommendations and support the updating of the Policy and provide permanent 

support for the application of the Policy. 
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 Project coordinators and managers: Ensure that the Policy is disseminated and 

applied by their teams in all projects. 

 Human Talent: To guarantee that in the selection processes for personnel, the 

attitudes and practices of the candidates are investigated with regard to actions 

related to the rights of children and adolescents; to establish processes of support and 

care for the caregiver for the teams to attend to their experiences of working with a 

population of children and adolescents who present situations of risk or violation 

n. Ethics and Good Governance Committee: To review cases or the situation of risk 

and violation of children and adolescents in areas or communities where the Fondo 

Acción works; to attend to consultations, learn about and make decisions regarding 

facts and circumstances that constitute a possible violation of the guidelines contained 

in this Policy; to activate the state routes of denunciation and restitution of rights in 

cases that are necessary, and to review in general the issue and actions related to the 

promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents from the Fondo 

Acción. 

 Communications: Support the dissemination of the Policy in a way that is relevant to 

the different publics to which it is addressed. 

8. IMPLICATIONS OF THE POLICY OF RECOGNITION, PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF 

THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS 

Behaviors or practices that imply the violation of the rights of children and adolescents have 

sanctions for the persons and organizations to which this Policy applies. In developing the 

above, the Fondo Acción must guarantee both due process and the prevalence of the 

fundamental rights of children. 

The Fondo Acción has an Internal Behavior Protocol set out in Annex 2 of this Policy, to 

determine the actions expected from the persons or entities that are related to the 

organization, which is a support for following the procedure and sanctions to be applied 

according to each case. 

The sanctions are described below: 

a. Directors and internal staff: Disciplinary sanctions will be applied, ranging from a 

warning to suspension when the provisions of this policy are not complied with, specifically 

those set out in the Internal Behavior Protocol (Annex 2). In cases where there is a final judicial 

sentence by the competent authority, condemning a person for some type of violation of a 

child or adolescent, the Fondo Acción will proceed to unilaterally terminate the contract of 

employment with just cause. 

b. Contractors: When the provisions of this policy are breached, specifically those set out 

in the Internal Behavior Protocol (Annex 2) and as established in the contract with regard to 

the commitment to child protection, the situation shall be reviewed from the standpoint of 
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supervision. The decision to unilaterally terminate the contract for the provision of services 

will proceed in cases where there is a final court ruling by the competent authority, related to 

some type of violation of a child or adolescent. 

c. Beneficiaries, Scholarship holders, Facilitators: When the commitment to guarantee 

the rights of children and adolescents signed with the Fund is not fulfilled, the agreement or 

contract will be suspended or will be terminated early; the latter case will be applied when 

there is a firm court ruling by the competent authority relating to some type of violation of a 

child or adolescent. The resource allocation agreements signed by the Fondo Acción will 

include a clause stating that they will be terminated in the event of a firm sanction of violation 

of the rights of children and adolescents by the executor. 

d. Allies: When the commitment signed with the Fondo Acción to guarantee the rights of 

children and adolescents is not fulfilled, the contract or agreement will be reviewed and may 

be terminated. The partnership agreements signed by the Fondo Acción will include a clause 

stating that they will be terminated in the event of a firm sanction for the violation of 

children's rights by the ally. 
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ANNEX 1 – REGULATIONS 

 

INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS 

Article 12 of the 1948 Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, on the privacy of 
individuals 

" No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
interference with his privacy, family, home or 
correspondence, nor to attacks on his honor or 
reputation. Everyone has the right to the 
protection of the law against such interference or 
attacks. 

 

Convention on the rights of Children – 1989  " The Convention, throughout its 54 articles, 
recognizes that children (human beings under 
the age of 18) are individuals with the right to full 
physical, mental and social development, and 
with the right to freely express their views. 
Furthermore, the Convention is also a model for 
the health, survival and progress of all human 
society. - UNICEF 2016 

 
COLOMBIAN REGULATIONS 

 

National Constitution of Colombia of 1991. Article 44 et al. 
 

Law 704 of 2001. It ratifies Convention 182 of 1999 concerning 
the Prohibition and Immediate Action for 
the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor. 

Law 765 of 2002. It obliges States to prohibit the sale of 
children and adolescents, their use in 
prostitution and pornography. 

Decree 1524 of 2002 of the Ministry of 
Communications, now the Ministry of 
Information Technology and 
Communications. 

It regulates Article 5 of Law 679 of 2001 to 
prevent access by minors to pornography on 
the Internet and to prevent these media 
from being used for the purpose of child 
sexual exploitation or offering commercial 
services involving sexual abuse of minors. 

Law 906 of 2005. It establishes the procedures and sanctions 
of a criminal nature for persons involved in 
crimes related to CSEC (Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children and Adolescents). 

Code of Childhood and Adolescence - Law 
1098 of 2006. 

Promotes the comprehensive protection of 
children, respect for their rights and 
recognition of their best interests. 
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Law 1361 of 2009. The Law for the Integral Protection of the 
Family is created. 

Law 1453 of 2011. The Code of Childhood and Adolescence is 
reformed. 

Law 1581 of 2012. General provisions are issued for the 
protection of personal data. 

Law 1804 of 2016. This establishes the State policy for the 
Comprehensive Development of Early 
Childhood from Zero to Always and contains 
other provisions. 

Law 1857 of 2017. Law 1361 of 2009 is amended to add and 
complement the measures for the 
protection of the family and other provisions 
are issued. 

Law 1878 of 2018. Some articles of Law 1098 of 2006 are 
modified. 

 

  



 

 

DOCUMENT 
 

Recognition, Promotion and 
Protection Policy 

of the Rights of Children and 
Adolescents 

 
Code 

 
Version: 3  

Date issued:  
August 2019  

 
Page     

 
 

ANNEX 2 - INTERNAL BEHAVIOR PROTOCOL 

1. Prohibited conduct 

The following is strictly prohibited for all those covered by this policy 8 both inside and outside 

the workplace (this includes rural, outdoor and indoor locations where activities take place), 

and includes organizations with which you have a relationship by agreement, arrangement or 

contract: 

1.1 Any action or conduct that causes death, injury or physical, sexual or psychological 

suffering to children and young people.9 

1.2 Sexual activity with any person under 18 years of age10. 

1.3 Commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, including payment for sex 

1.4 Discriminatory behavior. Respectful and non-discriminatory treatment is expected, 

recognizing the prevalence and best interests of children and adolescents as subjects of rights. 

1.5 Recording and dissemination of photos or videos without prior authorization signed by 

legal representatives in the format established by Fondo Acción, where children and 

adolescents from the communities where Fondo Acción works appear. 

1.6 Sharing of photos or videos of children and adolescents from the communities where 

Fondo Acción works in personal social networks. 

2. Expected behavior 

The following are the actions that should guide the behavior of any natural or legal person 

with which the Fondo Acción has a direct or indirect contractual link. They apply to situations 

that occur on business trips or representing the Fondo Acción. 

2.1 Follow at all times the guidelines and recommendations of the referents in the field or the 

internal policies of the communities with which you work in relation to the work with children 

and adolescents. 

2.2 Listening to children or adolescents Do not talk about them as if they were not present. 

                                                           
8 See point 4. Scope and Coverage of the Policy Document on the Recognition, Promotion and Protection 
of the Rights of Children and Adolescents 
9 As established in Law 1098 of 2005, Chapter II Art. 18: Child abuse is understood to be any form of 
physical or psychological injury, punishment, humiliation or abuse, neglect, omission or negligent 
treatment, maltreatment or sexual exploitation, including abusive sexual acts and rape, and in general 
any form of violence or aggression against the child or adolescent by their parents, legal representatives 
or any other person. 
10  This in accordance with the provisions of Law 1098 of 2006 
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2.3 Let the child or adolescent initiate the action in the case of physical contact. For example: 

the child should initiate the act of shaking hands to walk together. 

2.4 If a child tells you something that in your opinion may indicate that he or she is in danger, 

inform your immediate boss/supervisor of the contract, Executive Director, members of the 

Ethics or Good Practice Committee and activate the Internal Route to report and act on 

possible risk situations, threats and violations of children's rights. 

2.5 If you are interested in bringing gifts for children in the communities where the Fondo 

Acción works, first consult with the references and leaders of the communities to define 

together what the best gift is and how best to deliver it. 

2.6 The relationships you establish with people under 18 years of age must be maintained 

within the framework of the project or process being carried out by the Fondo Acción, which is 

why it is recommended that you do not establish contact through institutional telephone and 

e-mail and not through personal media and social networks. 

2.7 Do not take advantage of your position as an authority figure in the balance of power 

between adults and children or adolescents. 

2.8 Do not discriminate on the basis of race, culture, age, sex, disability, religion, sexual 

orientation or political beliefs. 

2.9 Do not inquire into the personal lives of children or adolescents beyond what is 

appropriate under the project. 

2.10 Avoid putting yourself in a compromising or vulnerable situation, such as being alone with 

a single child or offering to look after a child for a while as a favor to someone. 

2.11 Never do activities of a personal nature that a child can do by himself or herself, such as 

dressing, bathing, grooming, going to the toilet. 

2.12 Do not participate in sexually provocative games with children or allow them to play with 

each other. 

2.13 Do not touch a child in an inappropriate or culturally unacceptable manner. 

2.2 Listening to children or adolescents Do not talk about them as if they were not present. 

2.3 Let the child or adolescent initiate the action in the case of physical contact. For example: 

the child should initiate the act of shaking hands to walk together. 

2.4 If a child tells you something that in your opinion may indicate that he or she is in danger, 

inform your immediate boss/supervisor of the contract, Executive Director, members of the 

Ethics or Good Practice Committee and activate the Internal Route to report and act on 

possible risk situations, threats and violations of children's rights. 
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2.5 If you are interested in bringing gifts for children in the communities where the Fondo 

Acción works, first consult with the references and leaders of the communities to define 

together what the best gift is and how best to deliver it. 

2.6 The relationships you establish with people under 18 years of age must be maintained 

within the framework of the project or process being carried out by the Fondo Acción, which is 

why it is recommended that you do not establish contact through institutional telephone and 

e-mail and not through personal media and social networks. 

2.7 Do not take advantage of your position as an authority figure in the balance of power 

between adults and children or adolescents. 

2.8 Do not discriminate on the basis of race, culture, age, sex, disability, religion, sexual 

orientation or political beliefs. 

2.9 Do not inquire into the personal lives of children or adolescents beyond what is 

appropriate under the project. 

2.10 Avoid putting yourself in a compromising or vulnerable situation, such as being alone with 

a single child or offering to look after a child for a while as a favor to someone. 

2.11 Never do activities of a personal nature that a child can do by himself or herself, such as 

dressing, bathing, grooming, going to the toilet. 

2.12 Do not participate in sexually provocative games with children or allow them to play with 

each other. 

2.13 Do not touch a child in an inappropriate or culturally unacceptable manner. 

2.14 Never hit, physically assault, yell or abuse a child or adolescent. 

2.15 Do not engage in behavior that intentionally embarrasses, humiliates or degrades a child. 

2.16 Never show favoritism or spend too much time with a single child. 

2.17 Never promise confidentiality to a child. If they ask you to keep 

a secret, tell him that you cannot promise to keep that secret if you are worried that he might 

be in danger. 

2.18 Detail in writing the circumstances of any incident involving a child or adolescent in which 

you are involved or which has come to your attention and which may be misinterpreted by a 

third party, and activate the Internal Route to report and act on possible risk situations, 

threats and violations of children's rights. 

 

ANNEX 3 - GUIDE TO THE USE OF DATA AND IMAGES OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS 
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Since 2009 the Fondo Acción has concentrated on communicating and disseminating the 

processes and results of its programmers and calls for proposals, which makes it necessary to 

make use of photographs of third parties, children and adolescents, both on the website and in 

other printed and audiovisual materials. Based on the commitment of the Fondo Acción to 

protect children, this agreement on the use of images is important. Its purpose is to guarantee 

children's rights regarding the use of audiovisual material, within the framework of Colombian 

legislation and in accordance with the policies of the Fondo Acción. 

To guarantee the safety of children or adolescents who participate directly or indirectly in the 

activities developed by Fondo Acción or who belong to the communities where Fondo Acción 

works, before taking photographs or making videos showing children, adolescents and young 

people, and making use of them, written authorization must be obtained from an adult who 

legally represents the child, adolescent or young person who wishes to register. 

Taking into account the above, and within the framework of this Policy for the Recognition, 

Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Children and Adolescents, the following is 

established with regard to the use of images of children and adolescents in printed and 

audiovisual material for dissemination purposes 

a. Any manager, staff or contractor of Fondo Acción, when carrying out activities 

involving children or adolescents and interested in taking photographs or videos of 

them, must request written authorization in a format established for this purpose, in 

which the use of images of minors is permitted. The authorization must be signed by the 

adults responsible for these children and adolescents, i.e. those who exercise parental 

authority or those who by judicial or administrative decision have responsibility for their 

care. 

b. In the case of photographic or video images of children and adolescents that 

are sent to the Fund by other organizations, entities or persons, the person responsible 

for receiving and using these materials must request written authorization from the 

organization in question to use the material and guarantee that it has been registered 

with the appropriate permission from the adults responsible for the children and 

adolescents. 

c. In general, any person, manager, staff or contractor of Fondo Acción, before 

using photographic or video material that they have taken, must have the prior written 

consent of any person appearing in the material, in this particular case the children and 

young people. The above also applies to the use of images in personal social networks. 

d. The Informed Consent Form for the Taking and Use of Images of Children 

under 18 is compulsory and must be shared with all staff of the Fondo Acción and the 

organizations with which we work. 
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ANNEX 4 - INFORMED CONSENT FORM FOR TAKING AND USING IMAGES OF CHILDREN 

UNDER 18 

I_____________________________________________________ of legal age and resident in 

_______________________, identified as it appears at the bottom of my signature; in the 

capacity of ___________________________________of the minor child 

____________________________, identified with document 

No.__________________________________________________________________________, 

hereafter THE MINOR, over whom I have full exercise of 

parental rights in accordance with the laws of the Republic of Colombia, I hereby authorize 

Fondo Acción as well as its allies, or any other legal entity or person that Fondo Acción 

authorizes to 

Take photographs, make video or audio recordings and similar of the MINOR, through any 

physical, electronic or other means (in front of "images"). 

2. Disseminate, publish, display, produce, duplicate and distribute the images through 

any other virtual media, including but not limited to Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 

3. Use the Images including public promotional marketing use and the like (hereinafter 

"Promotional Use") anywhere in the world at any time. 

4. Modify, adapt, arrange the images for Advertising Use and as information for donors 

and allies, understanding that at no time does this constitute a violation of the rights, honor, 

personal privacy and self-image of THE MINOR. 

I declare that there are no legal or contractual limitations to the use of the images and release 

the Fund Action from any responsibility for the lawful use of the images and terms indicated. I 

understand that, if Fondo Acción or an ally of this organization uses the images in its social 

network communications, there is a possibility that someone will share them, copy them, or 

that they will go viral and this is beyond the control of Fondo Acción or its ally. 

I understand that Fondo Acción's partners may use an image in association with the work of 

another foundation, as long as this does not constitute a violation of the rights, honor, 

personal privacy and self-image of THE CHILD. I acknowledge that, if I am not happy with the 

way in which the image of the CHILD is being used, I can withdraw my permission at any time 

with a written communication to Fondo Acción. 

I expressly acknowledge that this authorization in favor of Fondo Acción is free of charge and 

therefore I declare that Fondo Acción does not owe any sum for the concept of this 

authorization. Consequently, I undertake not to claim any value for the economic exploitation 

or use made by Fondo Acción or any natural or legal person who has been authorized by 

Fondo Acción to use the images. 
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Name and Surname Identification  

Signature e of the parent or guardian  
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ANNEX 5 - CRITERIA FOR DEFINING ACTIONS IN THE FACE OF RISKS, THREATS AND 

VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS 

This annex seeks to provide a guide to understanding what is established in relation to the 

rights of children and adolescents and their violation. This information is supported by the 

provisions of Law 1098 of 2006 and the process of re-establishing rights in the country. 

Understanding that in the face of a situation of risk, threat or violation of the rights of a child 

or an adolescent, different circumstances arise in order to detect the situation, it is necessary 

for the people and organizations that work with the Fondo Acción to have basic information 

that allows them to generate an alert and internally activate the Committee for the Protection 

of Children and Adolescents of the Fondo Acción, in this way this committee can support the 

process and actions to be taken. 

a. What is Integral Protection? According to Law 1098 of 2006, Article 7: The 

comprehensive protection of children and adolescents is understood to mean the 

recognition of their rights as subjects, the guarantee and fulfilment of those rights, the 

prevention of their threat or violation and the security of their immediate 

reestablishment in accordance with the principle of the best interests of the child. 

b. What are the rights and freedoms of children and young people? According to Law 

1098 of 2006 Chapter II: 

 Quality of life and a healthy environment. 

 Personal integrity. 

 Rehabilitation and re-socialization. 

 Protection11 

                                                           
11 Article 20 Law 1098 of 2006: Protection rights. Children and adolescents shall be protected against: 1. 
Physical, emotional and psycho-affective abandonment by their parents, legal representatives or the 
persons, institutions and authorities responsible for their care and attention. 2. Economic exploitation 
by their parents, legal representatives, those living with them, or any other person. They shall be 
specially protected against being used for begging. 3. The consumption of tobacco, psychoactive 
substances, drugs or alcohol, and the use, recruitment or supply of minors in promotional, production, 
collection, trafficking, distribution and marketing activities. 4. Rape, inducement, encouragement and 
coercion into prostitution; sexual exploitation, pornography and any other conduct that infringes upon 
the sexual freedom, integrity and education of the minor. 5. kidnapping, sale, trafficking in human 
beings and any other contemporary form of slavery or servitude 6. wars and internal armed conflicts 7. 
the recruitment and use of children by organized armed groups outside the law 8. Torture and all forms 
of cruel, inhuman, humiliating and degrading treatment and punishment, enforced disappearance and 
arbitrary detention. 9. The situation of children living on the streets. 10. Illicit transfer and detention 
abroad for any purpose. 11. Forced displacement. 12. Work which by its nature or the conditions in 
which it is carried out is likely to affect health, integrity and safety or to impede the right to education. 
13. The worst forms of child labor, in accordance with ILO Convention 182. 14. The transmission of 
infectious diseases preventable during or after birth, or exposure during pregnancy to alcohol or any 
psychoactive substance that may affect physical or mental development or life expectancy. 15. The risks 
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 Personal freedom and security. 

 Family and not being separated from it. 

 Custody and care. 

 Food. 

 Identity. 

 Due process. 

 Health. 

 Education. 

 Comprehensive early childhood development. 

 Recreation, participation in cultural life and the arts. 

 Participation. 

 Association and meeting. 

 Intimacy. 

 Information. 

 Minimum age for admission to work and right to labor protection for adolescents 

authorized to work. 

 Rights of children and adolescents with disabilities. 

 Fundamental freedoms. 

c. What is considered a threat to rights? When the child or adolescent is in a situation of 

imminent danger or risk to the exercise of his or her rights. 

It is expected that for every child or adolescent their rights are guaranteed and respected, but 

when this does not happen and there is a situation of threat to these rights and imminent 

danger or risk to the child or adolescent, administrative action to restore rights is initiated, 

which is determined according to the following circumstances and in accordance with an 

administrative process which in the case of Colombia is the competent authority12 : 

Non-observance of rights: 

Failure, omission or denial of access to a service, or of the inescapable duties and 

responsibilities of the administrative, judicial, traditional, national or foreign authorities, actors 

of the National Family Welfare System, civil society and natural persons, to guarantee, allow or 

procure the full exercise of the rights of national and foreign children or adolescents who are 

in Colombian territory or outside it. 

                                                           
and effects produced by natural disasters and other emergency situations. 16. When their assets are 
threatened by those who administer them. 17. Anti-personnel mines. 18. The transmission of HIV/AIDS 
and sexually transmitted infections. 19. Any other act that threatens or violates their rights. 
12 Family defender. Family Commissioner or Police Inspector. In accordance with the competences 
established in articles 96 to 98 of Law 1098 of 2006, and article 2.2.4.9.2.1 of Decree 1069 of 2015. 
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Threat to Rights: 

Any situation of imminent danger or risk to the exercise of the rights of children or 

adolescents. 

Violation of Rights: 

Any situation of damage, injury or harm that prevents the full exercise of the rights of children 

and adolescents13. 

d. What is the restoration of rights? The restoration of the rights of minors is understood to be 

the restoration of their dignity and integrity as subjects of those rights and of their capacity to 

make effective use of the rights that have been violated14. 

  

                                                           
13 Technical-administrative linkage of the action path for the reestablishment of the rights of children 
and adolescents with their unobserved, threatened or violated rights. Approved by Resolution No. 1526 
of 23 February 2016, modified by Resolution No. 7547 of 29 July 2016. 
14 ibid 
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ANNEX 6 - INTERNAL PATH FOR REPORTING AND ACTING ON POSSIBLE RISK SITUATIONS, 

THREATS AND VIOLATIONS OF CHILDREN'S RIGHTS 

 

 

 

Identification for third party 

information, suspicion or 

witnessing of a potential risk 

situation, threat or violation of 

rights of NNA 

Leave a written report of the 

situation detailing what you 

identified. 

Include date, place and people 

involved and keep it in a safe place 

Does the situation involve any 

natural or legal person who 

has a direct or indirect contractual 

link with Fondo Acción  

Send the situation report to the 

Technical Directorate with a copy 

to the Executive Directorate and 

the Administrative and Financial 

Directorate 

Active Technical Management  

NNA Protection Committee 

Committee for the Protection of Children 

and Adolescents analyses whether the 

situation is one of risk, threat, or a 

violation of children's rights 

NNA's Protection Committee 

gathers more information if it 

is healthy and active 

Administrative Process of 

Restoration of Rights of 

Children and Adolescents 

The NNA Protection 

Committee defines  

 implications of the situation 

for the operation and 

development of the project 

and defines the following 

technical actions 

NNA Protection Committee follows up on 

the reported situation and possible risks of 

repetition 

Is the situation suspected of 

involving the Executive 

Management? 

Send the report to 

the board of 

directors of  

Fondo Acción 

Send the report to 

the Executive 

Directorate 

Verification of the 

concern or 

complaint 

Executive management 

activates the NNA protection 

committee, after review of the 

person or persons involved in 

the reported situation 

the process is determined 

according to the policy and in 

accordance with the 

Colombian code of ethics and 

law 

Application of internal sanctions as established by the 

Policy and, if necessary, the Administrative Process for the 

Reestablishment of the Rights of Children and Adolescents 

is activated 

The NNA Protection Committee follows 

up on the reported situation and possible 

risks of repetition 

Si 

Si No 

No 

* If a member of the committee is involved in the 

situation, he or she should not be summoned 


